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Introduc)on 

PURPOSE 

A combina5on of well-designed policies give all students access to the broadest range of educa5onal opportuni5es, 
including key core policies and helpful policy enhancers. The purpose of this document is to provide insight to how well your 
state is doing at implemen5ng the Ecosystem of School Choice Policies. This state report summarizes evidence across the 
seven policy buckets, with each policy component detailed in individual cells. 

CORE POLICIES 

Key policies expand student opportuni2es. 

POLICY ENHANCERS 

Suppor2ng policies enhance those opportuni2es. 

 
Open Enrollment 

 
Part-5me Enrollment/Course Access 

 
Charter Schools 

 
Learn Everywhere 

 
Private School Choice 

 
Transporta5on 

 
Homeschooling   
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CORE POLICIES 

 

 
Open Enrollment in Mississippi 

POLICY RATING POLICY OVERVIEW 

Transfers 
Between 
Districts 

 LIMITED 
Sending and/or 
receiving districts have 
discre2on over 
transfers 

General Prohibi9on on Enrollment Outside of Resident School District 
Mississippi Statute, with some excep2ons, prohibits a minor child from enrolling in or a?ending any school 
except in the resident school district. Provisions for such child to be “lawfully transferred from the resident 
school district to another school district” are defined as excep2ons to this general rule and include: 

• Children whose parent(s) or legal guardian(s) are instruc2onal personnel or cer2ficated employees of a 
school district may enroll in the district, at the discre2on of the parent(s) or legal guardian(s), even if the 
district is not the child’s district of residence. 

• Children who otherwise would be required to be transported in excess of thirty (30) miles on a school bus 
to or from school, may, at the discre2on of their parent(s) or legal guardian(s), enroll in a nonresident 
district school if there is another school in an adjacent school districted located on a shorter bus route.  

• The brother(s) and sister(s) of children lawfully transferred prior to July 1, 1992, may also, at the discre2on 
of their parent(s) or legal guardian(s), enroll and a?end school in the nonresident school district. 

• Children whose parent(s) or legal guardian(s) are ac2ve members of the United States Armed Forces or 
civilian military personnel and reside on a military base, may, at the discre2on of their parent(s) or legal 
guardian(s), enroll and a?end the school district of their parent’s or legal guardian’s choosing, provided 
the school district where the student resides or in an adjacent school district and the parent’s or 
guardian’s choice of school district does not violate the provision of subsec2on (3) of this sec2on 
prohibi2ng the transporta2on of students in excess of thirty (30) miles. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-15-29 Minor child to a?end school in district of residence; excep2ons; see also Miss. Code 
Ann. § 37-15-30 Pupil's compliance with residency requirement in district if parent is transferred to military 
installa2on within the state while on ac2ve duty; electronic applica2on for enrollment and course registra2on; 
proof of residence.) 

http://excelined.org/
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Pe99on of a Parent or Guardian for Transfer of Students Between Districts 
Mississippi Statute establishes that, with some excep2ons, a parent or guardian may pe22on a child’s resident 
district school board (or the board of the district where the child is qualified to be enrolled as a student, referred 
to as the transferring school district), so that a student may be legally transferred to another school district 
(referred to as the transferee school district), by the mutual consent of the school boards of all districts 
concerned.  

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-15-31 Transfer of students between school districts generally) 

Uniform Policy Allowing Enrollment and AHendance of Dependent Children of Noninstruc9onal and 
Nonlicensed Employees 
Mississippi Statute permits a school district’s board, in its discre2on, to adopt a uniform policy to allow the 
enrollment and a?endance of the dependent children of noninstruc2onal and nonlicensed employees, who are 
residents of Mississippi but are not residents of their district. Such a policy shall be based upon the employment 
needs of the district, implemented according to job classifica2on groups and renewed each school year. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-15-31 Transfer of students between school districts generally) 

Transfers Within 
Districts 

 NO 
No policy 

Mississippi Statute establishes that a school district’s board has the power and authority to designate the 
par2cular school or a?endance center of the district in which a child is enrolled. It also establishes that no child 
is en2tled to a?end any school or a?endance center except that to which he has been assigned by the school 
board, with the excep2on of temporary assignments made pending a board’s permanent assignment. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-15-13 Assignment of child enrolling in public schools to par2cular school or a?endance 
center generally 

In making the assignment described above, a school board is to take into considera2on a number of factors 
enumerated in statute, including the educa2onal needs and welfare of the child, the welfare and best interests 
of all the pupils a?ending the school(s) involved, and the availability of school facili2es. The enumerated factors 
do not include the preference of a parent or guardian. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-15-15 Factors to be considered in making assignments) 
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Year-round 
Transfer Window 

 YES 
Year-round transfer 
window and once-in 
always-in provision 

Mississippi Statute establishes some procedures for the pe22on of a parent or guardian for a student’s 
interdistrict transfer. Rather than defining a specific transfer window, it requires the board of the transferring 
school district (the district to which the pe22on is addressed) to act on it no later than its next regular mee2ng. 
However, the failure of the board to act within that 2me is required to “cons2tute a rejec2on of such request”. 

The transferee board is subsequently required to act on the transfer request “as soon as possible aaer the 
transferor board shall have approved or rejected such transfer and no later than the next regular mee2ng of the 
transferee board, and a failure of such transferee board to act within such 2me shall cons2tute a rejec2on of 
such request.” The decision of either board shall be final. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-15-31 Transfer of students between school districts generally) 

Tui5on-Free 
Public Schools 

 LIMITED 
Tui2on can be charged 

Mississippi Statute establishes that when any school district accepts a student under the provisions allowing for 
the lawful transfer of a child whose parent or guardian is an instruc2onal or licensed employee of the transferee 
district, it shall not assess any tui2on fees upon such transferring student.  

This prohibi2on on fees does not extend to other agreements for the lawful transfer of students upon the 
pe22on of a parent or guardian. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-15-31 Transfer of students between school districts generally) 

School Capacity 
Transparency 

 NO 
No transparency policy 

Neither Mississippi Statute nor Administra2ve Rules require school districts to publicly report capacity data. 

Transfer Data 
Transparency 

 NO 
No transparency in data 
repor2ng 

Neither Mississippi Statute nor Administra2ve Rules require a state agency to collect and publicly report open 
enrollment data. 

 

Transparent 
Appeal Process 

 NO 
 

Mississippi Statute establishes some procedures for the pe22on of a parent or guardian for a student’s 
interdistrict transfer.  

The process requires ac2on first by the transferring district and then the transferee district. The failure of either 
to approve or reject a transfer pe22on no later than the next regular mee2ng of the board is considered a 
rejec2on of the request. The decision of either board shall be final.  

http://excelined.org/
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(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-15-31 Transfer of students between school districts generally) 

Mississippi Statute establishes a review and reconsidera2on process regarding a school board’s assignment of a 
child to a school or a?endance center (interdistrict enrollment). “If the parent, guardian or other person having 
custody of any child shall feel aggrieved by the assignment of such child to a school or a?endance center by the 
school board, then such parent, guardian or other person may, at any 2me within thirty (30) days aaer such 
assignment, make applica2on in wri2ng to the school board for a review or reconsidera2on of such assignment.” 
Aaer hearing evidence, the school board either affirms, modifies, or changes its previous ac2on. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-15-17 Review or reconsidera2on by school board of assignment of child) 

Within thirty (30) days from a district’s reconsidera2on of an assignment, as described above, a parent, 
guardian, or other interested party may file a pe22on for appeal in the circuit court of the county in which the 
school district involved is located.  

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-15-21 Judicial review of assignment of child) 

SOURCE CITATIONS 

Statutes 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-15-13 Assignment of child enrolling in public schools to par2cular school or a?endance center generally 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-15-15 Factors to be considered in making assignments 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-15-17 Review or reconsidera2on by school board of assignment of child 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-15-21 Judicial review of assignment of child 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-15-29 Minor child to a?end school in district of residence; excep2ons 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-15-31 Transfer of students between school districts generally 

  

http://excelined.org/
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=10d31a34-149a-49a7-b3d9-e9971c72b7e6&pdistocdocslideraccess=true&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8P6B-82S2-8T6X-729F-00008-00&pdcomponentid=234191&pdtocnodeidentifier=AATAAMAAU&ecomp=h2vckkk&prid=e791444b-fcea-4676-914a-d7b4e9a4c317
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=2dd48f5c-7469-4492-8c77-73197959ce58&pdistocdocslideraccess=true&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8P6B-82S2-8T6X-7298-00008-00&pdcomponentid=234191&pdtocnodeidentifier=AATAAMAAO&ecomp=h2vckkk&prid=fd98cc3f-2b92-42d7-b6c9-bd56245977c6
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=bf98d291-b188-4590-b155-a4df677e1f07&pdistocdocslideraccess=true&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8P6B-82S2-8T6X-729B-00008-00&pdcomponentid=234191&pdtocnodeidentifier=AATAAMAAQ&ecomp=h2vckkk&prid=0913f4fe-4b89-4599-a109-39291e182ff4
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=1f873d93-503b-4355-a603-e5ed6a7677f9&pdistocdocslideraccess=true&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8P6B-82S2-8T6X-7296-00008-00&pdcomponentid=234191&pdtocnodeidentifier=AATAAMAAM&ecomp=h2vckkk&prid=83cdbaaf-2808-4a7d-b4da-a749d5c83a49
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=fd98cc3f-2b92-42d7-b6c9-bd56245977c6&pdistocdocslideraccess=true&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8P6B-82S2-8T6X-7297-00008-00&pdcomponentid=234191&pdtocnodeidentifier=AATAAMAAN&ecomp=h2vckkk&prid=1f873d93-503b-4355-a603-e5ed6a7677f9
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=2dd48f5c-7469-4492-8c77-73197959ce58&pdistocdocslideraccess=true&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8P6B-82S2-8T6X-7298-00008-00&pdcomponentid=234191&pdtocnodeidentifier=AATAAMAAO&ecomp=h2vckkk&prid=fd98cc3f-2b92-42d7-b6c9-bd56245977c6
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=bf98d291-b188-4590-b155-a4df677e1f07&pdistocdocslideraccess=true&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8P6B-82S2-8T6X-729B-00008-00&pdcomponentid=234191&pdtocnodeidentifier=AATAAMAAQ&ecomp=h2vckkk&prid=0913f4fe-4b89-4599-a109-39291e182ff4
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=e34c3ee1-ae48-4a30-9721-3055c81fb107&pdistocdocslideraccess=true&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8P6B-82S2-8T6X-729D-00008-00&pdcomponentid=234191&pdtocnodeidentifier=AATAAMAAS&ecomp=h2vckkk&prid=03adde5d-b845-481d-a31a-52120bc672e8
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=10d31a34-149a-49a7-b3d9-e9971c72b7e6&pdistocdocslideraccess=true&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8P6B-82S2-8T6X-729F-00008-00&pdcomponentid=234191&pdtocnodeidentifier=AATAAMAAU&ecomp=h2vckkk&prid=e791444b-fcea-4676-914a-d7b4e9a4c317


Mississippi Policy Report   

excelined.org 
All content copyright ©2024 ExcelinEd  |  Last updated: September 2024 

 
 
 

6 

 
Charter Schools in Mississippi 

POLICY RATING POLICY OVERVIEW 

Mul5ple Charter 
Authorizers 

 LIMITED 
No real 
authorizer 
op2ons 

Mississippi Statute creates the Mississippi Charter School Authorizer Board (MCSAB), assigns it “exclusive chartering 
jurisdic2on”, and establishes that it may authorize charter schools within any school district in the state. It may 
approve a maximum of fiaeen (15) applica2ons during any fiscal year.  

In any school district designated as an “A,” “B” or “C” school district under the accredita2on ra2ng system, the 
Mississippi Charter School Authorizer Board may authorize charter schools only if a majority of the members of the 
local school board votes at a public mee2ng to endorse the applica2on or to ini2ate the applica2on on its own 
ini2a2ve. 

In any school district rated “D” or “F”, an applicant may apply directly to the MCSAB. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-28-7 Mississippi Charter School Authorizer Board created; jurisdic2on; mission; composi2on) 

Charter Appeal 
Process 

 NO 
No appeals 
process 

Mississippi Statute does not establish a path to appeal for charter schools whose applica2on has been denied. In the 
event of denial, the authorizer must state clearly its reasons for denial and the denied applicant “may reapply 
subsequently with the authorizer.” 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-28-19 Standards for authorizing charter school; review process) 

Charter 
Regulatory 
Flexibility 

 LIMITED 
Some or no 
exemp2ons 

Mississippi Statute establishes that a charter school must func2on as a local educa2onal agency and, as such, is 
responsible for mee2ng the requirements of local educa2onal agencies under applicable federal laws. 

A charter school is subject to all federal laws and authori2es specified in Chapter 28 of the Mississippi Charter Schools 
Act of 2013 or agreed upon with the authorizer in the charter contract. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-28-39 Charter school and certain service providers to be nonprofit educa2on organiza2on; 
charter school to func2on as local educa2onal agency) 

Mississippi Statute establishes, with the excep2ons noted below, that even though a charter school is geographically 
located within a school district’s boundaries and enrolls students residing within that district, the rules, regula2ons, 
policies and procedures established by the school board for the noncharter public schools do not apply to the charter 
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school unless otherwise required under the charter contract or any contract entered into between the charter school 
governing board and the local school board. 

A charter school is subject to: 

• the same civil rights, health and safety requirements applicable to noncharter public schools in the state, except 
as otherwise specifically provided in the Charter Schools Act; 

• the student assessment and accountability requirements applicable to noncharter public schools in the state. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-28-45 Applicability of statutes, rules, regula2ons, policies, procedures, etc. that noncharter 
public schools are subject to; rela2on to other laws) 

Mississippi Statute establishes that even though a charter school func2ons as a local educa2onal agency provisions 
using the language “school districts,” “school boards,” “boards of trustees,” “the schools within a school district,” or 
any other similar phraseology does not include a charter school and the governing board of a charter school unless the 
statute specifically is made applicable to charter schools as well as noncharter public schools. Similarly, a charter 
school is not subject to any rule, regula2on, policy or procedure of the State Board of Educa2on or MDE unless 
otherwise required by the authorizer in the charter contract. 

Exclusions from exemp2on are enumerated in this sec2on, including: 

• Chapter 41, Title 25, Mississippi Code of 1972, which relates to open mee2ngs of public bodies. 

• Chapter 61, Title 25, Mississippi Code of 1972, which relates to public access to public records. 

• Sec2on 37-3-51, which requires no2ce by the district a?orney of licensed school employees who are convicted 
of certain sex offenses. 

• Sec2on 37-3-53, which requires publica2on of the Mississippi Report Card by the State Board of Educa2on. 

• Sec2on 37-11-18, which requires the automa2c expulsion of a student possessing a weapon or controlled 
substance on educa2onal property. 

• Sec2on 37-11-18.1, which requires expulsion of certain habitually disrup2ve students. 

• Sec2on 37-11-19, which requires suspension or expulsion of a student who damages school property. 

• Sec2on 37-11-20, which prohibits acts of in2mida2on intended to keep a student from a?ending school. 

• Sec2on 37-11-21, which prohibits parental abuse of school staff. 

• Sec2on 37-11-23, which prohibits the willful disrup2on of school and school mee2ngs. 

• Sec2ons 37-11-29 and 37-11-31, which relate to repor2ng requirements regarding unlawful or violent acts on 
school property. 
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• Sec2on 37-11-67, which prohibits bullying or harassing behavior in public schools. 

• Sec2on 37-13-3, which prohibits doctrinal, sectarian or denomina2onal teaching in public schools. 

• Sec2ons 37-13-5 and 37-13-6, which require the flags of the United States and the State of Mississippi to be 
displayed near the school building. 

• Sec2on 37-13-63(1), which prescribes the minimum number of days which public schools must be kept in 
session during a scholas2c year. 

• Sec2on 37-13-91, which is the Mississippi Compulsory School A?endance Law. 

• Sec2on 37-13-171(2) and (4), which requires any course containing sex-related educa2on to include instruc2on 
in abs2nence-only or abs2nence-plus educa2on. 

• Sec2on 37-13-173, which requires no2ce to parents before instruc2on on human sexuality is provided in public 
classrooms. 

• Sec2on 37-13-193, which relates to civil rights and human rights educa2on in public schools. 

• Sec2ons 37-15-1 and 37-15-3, which relate to the maintenance and transfer of permanent student records in 
public schools. 

• Sec2on 37-15-6, which requires the State Department of Educa2on to maintain a record of expulsions from 
public schools. 

• Sec2on 37-15-9, which establishes minimum age requirements for kindergarten and first grade enrollment in 
public schools. 

• Sec2on 37-15-11, which requires a parent, legal guardian or custodian to accompany a child seeking enrollment 
in a public school. 

• Sec2ons 37-16-1, 37-16-3, 37-16-4 and 37-16-9, which relate to the statewide assessment tes2ng program. 

• Sec2on 37-18-1, which establishes the Superior-Performing Schools Program and Exemplary Schools Program to 
recognize public schools that improve. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-28-45 Applicability of statutes, rules, regula2ons, policies, procedures, etc. that noncharter 
public schools are subject to; rela2on to other laws) 

Mississippi Statue establishes that charter schools are subject to several significant requirements regarding teacher 
qualifica2ons and cer2fica2on, including; 

• Charter schools must comply with applicable federal laws, rules and regula2ons regarding the qualifica2on of 
teachers and other instruc2onal staff.  

• No more than twenty-five percent (25%) of teachers in a charter school may be exempt from state teacher 
licensure requirements.  
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• Teachers and administrators must have a bachelor’s degree as a minimum requirement, and teachers must have 
demonstrated subject-ma?er competency. 

• Within three (3) years of a teacher’s employment by a charter school, the teacher must have, at a minimum, 
alterna2ve licensure approved by the Commission on Teacher and Administrator Educa2on, Cer2fica2on and 
Licensure and Development.  

Charter school employees must have the same general rights and privileges as other public school employees, except 
such employees are not covered under the Educa2on Employment Procedures Law (Sec2on 37-9-103) or subject to the 
state salary requirements prescribed in Sec2on 37-19-7. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-28-47 Qualifica2ons of charter school employees; applicability of Educa2on Employment 
Procedures Law) 

Mississippi Statute establishes that a charter school authorized by the MCSAB must be granted accredita2on by the 
State Board of Educa2on based solely on the approval of the school by the authorizer. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-17-1 Authority of state board of educa2on with respect to accredita2on of noncharter and 
charter public schools) 

Mississippi Statute requires the MCSAB to annually publish a pamphlet containing all statutes in the educa2on code 
(Title 37) which are applicable to charter schools, along with any rules, regula2ons and policies of the State 
Superintendent, State Board of Educa2on, or State Department of Educa2on with which charter schools must comply. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-28-13 Technical informa2on and assistance from Department of Educa2on; publica2on of laws 
and regula2ons applicable to charter schools) 

Equitable 
Charter Funding 

 YES 
Students are 
funded as in a 
tradi2onal 
district school 

Mississippi Statute requires that MDE make payments to charter schools for each student in average daily a?endance 
“equal to the state share of the adequate educa2on program payments for each student in average daily a?endance at 
the school district in which the charter school is located. In calcula2ng the local contribu2on for purposes of 
determining the state share of the adequate educa2on program payments, the department shall deduct the pro rata 
local contribu2on of the school district in which the student resides…” 

Amounts payable to a charter school over its charter term must be based on the enrollment projec2ons set forth over 
the term of the charter contract, subject to reconcilia2on with ADA using a formula defined in statute. In addi2on: 

• For each student a?ending a charter school in the student’s district of residence, the school district is required to 
pay the charter school “an amount for each student enrolled in the charter school equal to the ad valorem tax 
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receipts and in-lieu payments received per pupil for the support of the local school district in which the student 
resides,”, in accordance with the statute.  

• For each student a?ending a charter school in a school district in which the student does not reside, MDE shall 
pay to the charter school “an amount as follows: the pro rata ad valorem receipts and in-lieu payments per pupil 
for the support of the local school district in which the student resides under Sec2ons 37-57-1 (local contribu2on 
to the adequate educa2on program) and 37-57-105 (school district opera2onal levy), however, not including any 
taxes levied for the re2rement of the local school district’s bonded indebtedness or short-term notes or any 
taxes levied for the support of voca2onal-technical educa2on programs…” 

• MDE must direct the propor2onate share of monies generated under federal and state categorical aid programs, 
including special educa2on, voca2onal, giaed and alterna2ve school programs, to charter schools serving 
students eligible for such aid. 

• MDE must disburse Educa2on Enhancement Funds for classroom supplies, instruc2onal materials and 
equipment, including computers and computer soaware to all eligible charter school teachers on the same basis 
and in the same manner as it is paid to school districts. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-28-55 Charter school funding; adequate educa2on program payments; local funding; federal and 
state categorical aid program monies; state transporta2on funding; disbursement of Educa2on Enhancement Funds) 

For addi2onal informa2on, see also MS Admin. Code Rule 7-3-32.1 Educa2on Enhancement Funds. Rules and 
Regula2ons Regarding the Administra2on of Funds Appropriated for Educa2on Enhancement Funds for Classroom 
Supplies and Materials 

Charter Facili5es 
Funding 

 YES 
Charter schools 
have equal 
access to facility 
funding streams 

Mississippi does provide charter schools with access to robust sources of facili2es funding. 

Mississippi Statute provides for school district funding, which for purposes of this chapter, includes public charter 
schools. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-47-3 “School district” defined) 

Mississippi Statute provides for legisla2ve findings, including that the state should make an annual grant of Twenty-
four Dollars ($24.00) for each child in average daily a?endance in the public schools of the various school districts of 
this state during each school year, and that such monies should be applied for the purpose of establishing and 
maintaining adequate physical facili2es for the public school district and/or the payment of exis2ng debt therefor. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-47-9 Annual grants by state) 

Mississippi Statute establishes the Educa2onal Facili2es Revolving Loan Fund Program to assist public schools in 
procuring funds for making certain capital improvements. MDE is required to accept requests for loans for purposes 

http://excelined.org/
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=27ffd902-f92d-4384-b8da-f46a1e3f93e2&pdistocdocslideraccess=true&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A67V7-YV63-CGX8-00S2-00008-00&pdcomponentid=234191&pdtocnodeidentifier=AATAAZABC&ecomp=h2vckkk&prid=afa22198-d6c3-47b5-be34-30fba9154199
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=27ffd902-f92d-4384-b8da-f46a1e3f93e2&pdistocdocslideraccess=true&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A67V7-YV63-CGX8-00S2-00008-00&pdcomponentid=234191&pdtocnodeidentifier=AATAAZABC&ecomp=h2vckkk&prid=afa22198-d6c3-47b5-be34-30fba9154199
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=5c878fd8-70f4-4903-b7c5-17e278293058&pdistocdocslideraccess=true&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8P6B-82S2-8T6X-7364-00008-00&pdcomponentid=234191&pdtocnodeidentifier=AATABJAAC&ecomp=h2vckkk&prid=408b3469-0793-421f-9b47-ba6d3b665e8e
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=827044b4-839f-4a33-91e3-1c71a7452168&pdistocdocslideraccess=true&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8P6B-82S2-8T6X-7367-00008-00&pdcomponentid=234191&pdtocnodeidentifier=AATABJAAF&ecomp=h2vckkk&prid=03081f83-225f-42c7-be87-cda8914491a7


Mississippi Policy Report   

excelined.org 
All content copyright ©2024 ExcelinEd  |  Last updated: September 2024 

 
 
 

11 

which include repairs and renova2ons to exis2ng school buildings and related facili2es; construc2on of new facili2es; 
construc2on of new career and technical educa2on facili2es or repairs and renova2ons to exis2ng facili2es for 
purposes of upgrading or expanding CTE programs. Program funds may not be used for athle2c facili2es. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-47-24 Educa2onal Facili2es Revolving Loan Fund Program established; Educa2onal Facili2es 
Revolving Loan Fund created; purpose; use of funds) 

Mississippi Statute establishes that whenever MDE determines that a school district is in need of capital improvements 
“in excess of that which may be financed by the credit then due such school district…”, MDE is empowered to advance 
or lend said school district such sums as in the opinion of the department are necessary to be expended for capital 
improvements. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-47-25 Loans for capital improvements) 

Mississippi Statute establishes that a charter school may exercise powers necessary for carrying out the terms of its 
charter contract, including, to acquire real property for use as its facility or facili2es, from public or private sources. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-28-41 Charter school powers) 

Mississippi Statute gives a charter school a right of first refusal to purchase or lease at or below fair market value a 
closed public school facility or property in the school district in which the charter school is located. With a conversion 
charter school, the local district owning the charter school’s facility must offer to lease or sell the building to the 
charter school at or below fair market value. 

A charter school may also nego2ate and contract at or below fair market value with a school district, state ins2tu2on of 
higher learning, public community or junior college, or any other public or for-profit or nonprofit private en2ty for the 
use of a facility for a school building.  

Public en22es, including, but not limited to, libraries, community service organiza2ons, museums, performing arts 
venues, colleges and universi2es, may provide space to charter schools within their facili2es under their preexis2ng 
zoning and land use designa2ons. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-28-61 Right of first refusal to purchase vacant public school facili2es; public en22es authorized 
to provide space to charters in their facili2es under preexis2ng zoning and land use designa2ons) 
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Op5ons for High-
Performing 
Charters 

 LIMITED 
No opportuni2es 
for high-
performing 
charter schools 

Mississippi Statute requires the State Board of Educa2on to establish, design, and implement a Superior-Performing 
Schools Program and an Exemplary Schools Program for iden2fying and rewarding public schools, including charter 
schools, that improve. 

Superior-Performing and Exemplary Schools may apply to the State Board of Educa2on for monetary incen2ves to be 
used for selected school needs, and the State Board is to provide special recogni2on to all such schools. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-18-1 Superior-Performing and Exemplary Schools Programs; designa2on as Superior-Performing, 
Exemplary, or School At-Risk School; growth expecta2ons and proficiency measurements; monetary incen2ves; special 
recogni2on for schools receiving Superior-Performing or Exemplary School designa2on.) 

The State Board of Educa2on is required to develop rules and regula2ons for the program. No such rules were 
iden2fied. 

Mississippi Statute establishes the School Recogni2on Program, under which all public schools, including charter 
schools, may par2cipate. Financial awards are available to schools that earn a school accountability ra2ng of “A” or “B” 
or demonstrate exemplary performance by improving at least one le?er grade. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-19-10 School recogni2on program created for prospec2ve salary supplements for teachers and 
staff; Legisla2ve intent; purpose; school eligibility; School Recogni2on Program Fund) 

Charter Zoning 
Exemp5ons 

 LIMITED 
Less than full 
protec2ons 

Mississippi Statute establishes that the state finance commission must formulate and approve or disapprove plans for 
the loca2on and construc2on of noncharter public school buildings.  This sec2on does not extend to charter schools. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-45-23 Formula2on of policies and approval of plans for loca2on and construc2on of noncharter 
public school buildings) 
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SOURCE CITATIONS 

Statutes 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-17-1 Authority of state board of educa2on with respect to accredita2on of noncharter and charter public schools 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-18-1 Superior-Performing and Exemplary Schools Programs; designa2on as Superior-Performing, Exemplary, or School At-Risk School; growth 
expecta2ons and proficiency measurements; monetary incen2ves; special recogni2on for schools 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-19-10 School recogni2on program created for prospec2ve salary supplements for teachers and staff; Legisla2ve intent; purpose; school eligibility; 
School Recogni2on Program Fund 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-28 Mississippi Charter Schools Act of 2013 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-45-23 Formula2on of policies and approval of plans for loca2on and construc2on of noncharter public school buildings 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-47-3 “School district” defined 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-47-9 Annual grants by state 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-47-24 Educa2onal Facili2es Revolving Loan Fund Program established; Educa2onal Facili2es Revolving Loan Fund created; purpose; use of funds 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-47-25 Loans for capital improvements 
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Private School Choice in Mississippi 

POLICY OVERALL RATING PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

Universal 
Eligibility  
 

 LIMITED 
Eligibility less than 
100%  

Scoring is calculated 
based off % of all 
students served  

 LIMITED Equal Opportunity for Special Needs Program 
Mississippi Statutes establish the 2015 Equal Opportunity for Students with Special Needs Act, 
crea2ng Educa2on Savings Accounts (ESA) for use by a parent of a child with special needs. 
Parents of eligible children have the op2on of withdrawing their child from the public school 
system and receiving ESA funds that can be used for private school tui2on and other allowable 
expenses.  

All provisions of the act (Sec2ons 37-181-1 through 37-181-23, Mississippi Code of 1972) were 
repealed on July 1, 2024, pending legisla2ve approval of a measure to reenact those 
provisions.  

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-181-23 Repeal of Sec2ons 37-181-1 through 37-181-23 [Repealed 
effec2ve July 1, 2024]) 

Mississippi Statute limits eligibility to a student who has had an ac2ve IEP within the past three 
(3) years and has maintained eligibility. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-181-3 Defini2ons [Repealed effec2ve July 1, 2024]; see also MDE – 
Educa2on Scholarship Account)  

 LIMITED Dyslexia Therapy Scholarship for Students with Dyslexia Program 
Mississippi Statute establishes the Mississippi Dyslexia Therapy Scholarship for Students with 
Dyslexia Program to provide the op2on for students diagnosed with dyslexia to a?end a public 
school other than the one to which assigned, or to provide a scholarship to a nonpublic school 
of choice. 

Students in Grades 1 through 12 who have been properly screened and diagnosed with 
dyslexia are eligible to receive scholarship assistance under this program. 
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https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=84dfe20c-6e8c-42b1-89b5-a112ff16bb9b&nodeid=AATAECAAC&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAT%2FAATAEC%2FAATAECAAC&level=3&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+37-181-3.+Definitions+%5BRepealed+effective+July+1%2C+2024%5D.&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A6076-TRF3-GXJ9-3413-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=89ac97bf-c5b9-4107-9ab1-c25820f086f5
https://www.mdek12.org/OSE/ESA
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Mississippi Policy Report   

excelined.org 
All content copyright ©2024 ExcelinEd  |  Last updated: September 2024 

 
 
 

15 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-173-3 Mississippi Dyslexia Therapy Scholarship for Students with 
Dyslexia Program established) 

A student is not eligible to par2cipate in the program while: 

• enrolled in Department of Juvenile Jus2ce commitment programs;  

• par2cipa2ng in a homeschool educa2on program;  

• par2cipa2ng in a virtual school, correspondence school, or distance learning program 
that receives state funding under the student’s par2cipa2on unless the par2cipa2on is 
limited to no more than two (2) courses per school year; or  

• not having regular and direct contact with his or her private school teachers at the 
school’s physical loca2on. 

(Miss. Code Ann. §37-173-7 Student eligibility for scholarship; dura2on of scholarship) 

 LIMITED  Nate Rogers Scholarship for Students with Disabili9es Program 
Mississippi Statute establishes the Mississippi Speech-Language Therapy Scholarship for 
Students with Speech-Language Impairments Program (also known as the Nate Rogers 
Scholarship for Students with Disabili2es Program). It provides a scholarship to a nonpublic 
school of choice for students in kindergarten through grade 6 with an eligibility ruling of a 
speech-language impairment.  

(Miss. Code Ann. §§§ 37-175-3 Mississippi Speech-Language Therapy Scholarship for Students 
with Speech-Language Impairments Program established) 

Mississippi Statute establishes that the parent or legal guardian of a public school student with 
a speech-language impairment may request and receive from the state a Mississippi Speech-
Language Therapy Scholarship for the child to enroll in and a?end a nonpublic school if: (a) 
The student has spent the previous school year in a?endance at a Mississippi public school or 
any other state accredited nonpublic special purpose school in the state that is organized to 
provide and emphasizes instruc2on in speech-language therapy and interven2on as the 
primary purpose of the school; or (b) The parent or legal guardian has obtained acceptance for 
admission of the student to a nonpublic school that is eligible for the program under Sec2on 
37-175-19 and has requested from the department a scholarship within thirty (30) days before 
the date of the first scholarship payment. 

http://excelined.org/
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=fdb2f112-2a73-4a16-8c8e-5a9d76fa31ed&nodeid=AATADYAAC&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAT%2FAATADY%2FAATADYAAC&level=3&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+37-173-3.+Mississippi+Dyslexia+Therapy+Scholarship+for+Students+with+Dyslexia+Program+established.&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8P6B-82S2-8T6X-748J-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=b3366c8b-383c-41cd-b964-c08fb436fc72
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=fdb2f112-2a73-4a16-8c8e-5a9d76fa31ed&nodeid=AATADYAAC&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAT%2FAATADY%2FAATADYAAC&level=3&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+37-173-3.+Mississippi+Dyslexia+Therapy+Scholarship+for+Students+with+Dyslexia+Program+established.&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8P6B-82S2-8T6X-748J-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=b3366c8b-383c-41cd-b964-c08fb436fc72
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=6445a037-7f37-4fef-a7b9-d95f8efe4a44&nodeid=AATADYAAE&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAT%2FAATADY%2FAATADYAAE&level=3&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+37-173-7.+Student+eligibility+for+scholarship%3B+duration+of+scholarship.&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8P6B-82S2-8T6X-748M-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=b3366c8b-383c-41cd-b964-c08fb436fc72
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=4e0a3888-2faa-4107-8341-21494adafe35&nodeid=AATADZAAC&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAT%2FAATADZ%2FAATADZAAC&level=3&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+37-175-3.+Mississippi+Speech-Language+Therapy+Scholarship+for+Students+with+Speech-Language+Impairments+Program+established.&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8P6B-82S2-8T6X-7495-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=e2c91465-13fb-4add-9561-1bbde4b29d70
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=4e0a3888-2faa-4107-8341-21494adafe35&nodeid=AATADZAAC&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAT%2FAATADZ%2FAATADZAAC&level=3&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+37-175-3.+Mississippi+Speech-Language+Therapy+Scholarship+for+Students+with+Speech-Language+Impairments+Program+established.&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8P6B-82S2-8T6X-7495-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=e2c91465-13fb-4add-9561-1bbde4b29d70
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(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-175-5 Op2on to remove child from public school to enroll in nonpublic 
school with specific instruc2on for students with speech-language impairment) 

A student is not eligible to par2cipate in the program while: 

• enrolled in Department of Juvenile Jus2ce commitment programs;  

• par2cipa2ng in a homeschool educa2on program;  

• par2cipa2ng in a virtual school, correspondence school, or distance learning program 
that receives state funding under the student’s par2cipa2on unless the par2cipa2on is 
limited to no more than two (2) courses per school year; or  

• Not having regular and direct contact with his or her private school teachers at the 
school’s physical loca2on. 

(Miss. Code Ann. §37-173-7 Student eligibility for scholarship; dura2on of scholarship) 

Comparable 
Student Funding 

 LIMITED 
Funding below 90% 

Scoring is calculated 
based off program with 
largest number of 
students 
(Equal Opportunity for 
Special Needs Program) 

 LIMITED Equal Opportunity for Special Needs Program 
EdChoice notes the following: 

The ESA value is $7,089, which is about 70 percent of the average expenditure per student at 
Mississippi’s district schools. Only $3 million in funding for the ESAs is currently available, 
which is equivalent to only 0.06 percent of Mississippi’s total K–12 revenue. 

(EdChoice, The ABCs of School Choice: Mississippi (2024 Edi2on)) 

 LIMITED Dyslexia Therapy Scholarship for Students with Dyslexia Program 
Mississippi Statute establishes the maximum scholarship granted per eligible student is to be 
an amount equivalent to the Mississippi Adequate Educa2on Program base student cost. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-173-13 Maximum scholarship; report by nonpublic schools; 
disbursement of payments to nonpublic schools) 

EdChoice notes that the average voucher size is about $6,600, which is about three-fiahs of 
the average expenditure per student at Mississippi’s district schools. 

(EdChoice, The ABCs of School Choice: Mississippi (2024 Edi2on)) 

http://excelined.org/
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=2c3d5118-2fd3-497b-ae5d-997d722286f4&pdistocdocslideraccess=true&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8P6B-82S2-8T6X-7496-00008-00&pdcomponentid=234191&pdtocnodeidentifier=AATADZAAD&ecomp=h2vckkk&prid=4e0a3888-2faa-4107-8341-21494adafe35
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=2c3d5118-2fd3-497b-ae5d-997d722286f4&pdistocdocslideraccess=true&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8P6B-82S2-8T6X-7496-00008-00&pdcomponentid=234191&pdtocnodeidentifier=AATADZAAD&ecomp=h2vckkk&prid=4e0a3888-2faa-4107-8341-21494adafe35
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=6445a037-7f37-4fef-a7b9-d95f8efe4a44&nodeid=AATADYAAE&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAT%2FAATADY%2FAATADYAAE&level=3&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+37-173-7.+Student+eligibility+for+scholarship%3B+duration+of+scholarship.&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8P6B-82S2-8T6X-748M-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=b3366c8b-383c-41cd-b964-c08fb436fc72
https://www.edchoice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/2024-ABCs-of-School-Choice.pdf
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=48b871ee-21da-419d-b495-b9a320d7f09f&nodeid=AATADYAAH&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAT%2FAATADY%2FAATADYAAH&level=3&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+37-173-13.+Maximum+scholarship%3B+report+by+nonpublic+schools%3B+disbursement+of+payments+to+nonpublic+schools.&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8P6B-82S2-8T6X-748R-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=016b808f-84dd-4edd-a29e-c31da6af116b
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=48b871ee-21da-419d-b495-b9a320d7f09f&nodeid=AATADYAAH&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAT%2FAATADY%2FAATADYAAH&level=3&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+37-173-13.+Maximum+scholarship%3B+report+by+nonpublic+schools%3B+disbursement+of+payments+to+nonpublic+schools.&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8P6B-82S2-8T6X-748R-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=016b808f-84dd-4edd-a29e-c31da6af116b
https://www.edchoice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/2024-ABCs-of-School-Choice.pdf


Mississippi Policy Report   

excelined.org 
All content copyright ©2024 ExcelinEd  |  Last updated: September 2024 

 
 
 

17 

 LIMITED Nate Rogers Scholarship for Students with Disabili9es Program 
Mississippi Statute establishes that the maximum scholarship granted per eligible student with 
speech-language impairment shall be an amount equivalent to the Mississippi Adequate 
Educa2on Program base student cost. 

(Miss. Code Ann. §37-175-13 State Department of Educa2on du2es regarding administra2on of 
program; determina2on of funding; transporta2on of students) 

EdChoice notes that: 
The average voucher size is about $6,063, which is about 60 percent of the average 
expenditure per student at Mississippi’s district schools. 

The maximum voucher amount is equal to the Mississippi Adequate Educa2on Program base 
student cost, i.e., the funding amount provided by the state to public schools. That amount 
was $6,532 in 2022–23. 

(EdChoice, The ABCs of School Choice: Mississippi (2024 Edi2on)) 

Uncapped 
Student Access 

 LIMITED 
Funding or enrollment 
cap  

Scoring is calculated 
based off program with 
largest number of 
students 
(Equal Opportunity for 
Special Needs Program) 

 LIMITED Equal Opportunity for Special Needs Program 
The amount is calculated each spring and may vary based on the availability of funds. For the 
2023-2024 school year, the maximum reimbursement is $7,089.00. 

MDE’s FAQs on the program note that a waitlist will be maintained of eligible applicants that 
have not yet been awarded due to availability of funds.  

(MDE, ESA - FAQs (revised 10/2023))  

EdChoice notes the following:: 

• Enrollment Cap: 3,000 

• Budget Cap: $3 million 

(EdChoice, The ABCs of School Choice: Mississippi (2024 Edi2on)) 

 

http://excelined.org/
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https://www.edchoice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/2024-ABCs-of-School-Choice.pdf
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/esa_faq_revised_10.2023.pdf
https://www.edchoice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/2024-ABCs-of-School-Choice.pdf


Mississippi Policy Report   

excelined.org 
All content copyright ©2024 ExcelinEd  |  Last updated: September 2024 

 
 
 

18 

 YES Dyslexia Therapy Scholarship for Students with Dyslexia Program 
Mississippi Statute does not establish a funding or enrollment cap. 

EdChoice notes that program rules and regula2ons do not establish an enrollment cap, but the 
voucher cap is set at $9,614. 

(EdChoice, The ABCs of School Choice: Mississippi (2024 Edi2on)) 

 YES 

 

Nate Rogers Scholarship for Students with Disabili9es Program 
Mississippi Statute does not establish a funding or enrollment cap. 

EdChoice notes that program rules and regula2ons do not establish an enrollment cap. The 
voucher cap is $9,614. 

(EdChoice, The ABCs of School Choice: Mississippi (2024 Edi2on)) 

Extended 
Applica5on 
Window 

 YES 
Scoring is calculated 
based off program with 
largest number of 
students 
(Equal Opportunity for 
Special Needs Program) 

 YES Equal Opportunity for Special Needs Program 
Mississippi Statute does not establish an applica2on window.  

MDE FAQs on the program explain that applica2ons are available through public schools and 
the MDE website. They advise, “[T]o ensure the award no2fica2on is received prior to the start 
of the school year, the best 2me to submit the applica2on is from December through May. This 
will allow 2me to get all documenta2on submi?ed and verified. However, applica2ons are 
accepted throughout the school year.” 

(MDE, ESA - FAQs (revised 10/2023))  

 YES Dyslexia Therapy Scholarship for Students with Dyslexia Program 
Mississippi Statute does not explicitly establish a rolling applica2on window; however, it does 
require that the parent or legal guardian must have requested the scholarship at least thirty 
(30) days before the date of the first scholarship payment, and to comply with the nonpublic 
special purpose school’s published policies. 

(Miss. Code Ann. §§ 37-173-11 Parental obliga2ons if applying for Mississippi Dyslexia Therapy 
Scholarship) 

http://excelined.org/
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 YES Nate Rogers Scholarship for Students with Disabili9es Program 
Mississippi Statute does not explicitly establish a rolling applica2on window; however, it does 
require the parent or legal guardian to have requested the scholarship at least thirty (30) days 
before the date of the first scholarship payment and to comply with the nonpublic special 
purpose school’s published policies. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-175-11 Parental, guardian and student obliga2ons if applying for 
Mississippi Speech-Language Therapy Scholarship) 

Each local school district is to make an ini2al determina2on of whether a student has an 
eligibility ruling of speech-language impairment. If the parent or legal guardian chooses the 
nonpublic school op2on and the student is accepted by the nonpublic school pending the 
availability of a space for the student, the parent or legal guardian must no2fy the department 
thirty (30) days before the first scholarship payment and before entering the nonpublic school 
in order to be eligible for the scholarship when a space becomes available. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-175-9 Ini2al determina2on of qualifying eligibility ruling of speech-
language impairment; public, nonpublic school op2ons) 

Student Tes5ng 
Op5ons 

 YES 
Scoring is calculated 
based off program with 
largest number of 
students 
(Equal Opportunity for 
Special Needs Program) 

 YES Equal Opportunity for Special Needs Program 
MDE’s ESA program FAQs provide that the MDE Office of Special Educa2on “requires 
submission of pre- and post-assessments each school year. Assessments may be a teacher-
created test, na2onally standardized norm-referenced test, or a current state board-approved 
screener to gather baseline data on students' academic performance and given again during 
2nd semester to evaluate student learning.” 

(MDE, ESA - FAQs (revised 10/2023)) 

 LIMITED Dyslexia Therapy Scholarship for Students with Dyslexia Program 
Neither Mississippi Statute nor Administra2ve Rules establish a tes2ng mandate for program 
par2cipants. 

 LIMITED  Nate Rogers Scholarship for Students with Disabili9es Program 
Neither Mississippi Statute nor Administra2ve Rules establish a tes2ng mandate for program 
par2cipants. 
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School 
Autonomy 

 YES 
Scoring is calculated 
based off program with 
largest number of 
students 
(Equal Opportunity for 
Special Needs Program) 

 YES Equal Opportunity for Special Needs Program 
Mississippi Statute establishes school eligibility criteria for par2cipa2on in the program, 
including the need to conduct criminal background checks on employees and the exclusion 
from employment of any person not permi?ed by state law to work in a nonpublic school or 
any person who might reasonably pose a threat to the safety of students. 

Other than student eligibility criteria, as detailed above, there are no restric2ons on school 
admissions. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-181-15 Obliga2ons of schools to become and remain eligible [Repealed 
effec2ve July 1, 2024]) 

 YES Dyslexia Therapy Scholarship for Students with Dyslexia Program 
Mississippi Statute establishes that an eligible nonpublic school’s inclusion in the op2ons made 
available to par2cipa2ng students “does not expand the regulatory authority of the state, its 
officers, or any school district to impose any addi2onal regula2on of nonpublic schools beyond 
those reasonably necessary to enforce requirements expressly set forth in this chapter.” 

There are no provisions in statute that infringe on the autonomy of a nonpublic school over 
admissions, hiring, etc. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-173-29 No expansion of regulatory authority of state over nonpublic 
schools beyond what is necessary to enforce this chapter) 

 YES Nate Rogers Scholarship for Students with Disabili9es Program 
Mississippi Statute establishes that a par2cipa2ng non-public school’s qualified personnel who 
provide speech-language services for children with speech-language impairment consist of 
speech-language pathologists. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-175-21 Length of school day and scholas2c year; development of 
curriculum; purchase of instruc2onal material; qualifica2ons of personnel providing speech-
language services) 

Mississippi Statute establishes that an eligible nonpublic school’s inclusion within op2ons 
available to Mississippi public school students does not expand the regulatory authority of the 
state, its officers, or any school district to impose any addi2onal regula2on of nonpublic 
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schools beyond those reasonably necessary to enforce requirements expressly set forth in this 
chapter. 

There are no provisions in statute that infringe on the autonomy of a nonpublic school over 
admissions, hiring, etc. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-175-29 No expansion of regulatory authority of state over nonpublic 
schools beyond what is necessary to enforce this chapter) 

Accessible 
School 
Par5cipa5on 

 YES 
No accredita2on 
requirement  

Scoring is calculated 
based off program with 
largest number of 
students 
(Equal Opportunity for 
Special Needs Program) 

 YES Equal Opportunity for Special Needs Program 
Mississippi Statute defines “Eligible school” as a state-accredited special purpose school, a 
state-accredited nonpublic school, or a nonpublic school located in the state that has enrolled 
a par2cipa2ng student and is providing services for the par2cipa2ng student’s disability or 
special educa2on needs or is providing services addressing a par2cipa2ng student’s IEP. An 
eligible school does not include a home instruc2on program under Mississippi Code Sec2on 
37-13-91.  

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-181-3 Defini2ons [Repealed effec2ve July 1, 2024]) 

 LIMITED Dyslexia Therapy Scholarship for Students with Dyslexia Program 
Mississippi Statute establishes eligibility criteria for nonpublic schools’ par2cipa2on in the 
program, including that the school must be a state accredited special purpose school.  

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-173-17 Eligibility requirements for nonpublic schools to par2cipate in 
scholarship program) 

 LIMITED Nate Rogers Scholarship for Students with Disabili9es Program 
Mississippi Statute establishes that to be eligible to par2cipate in the program, a nonpublic 
school must, among other things, be a state accredited nonpublic special purpose school in the 
state that is organized to provide and emphasizes instruc2on in speech-language therapy and 
interven2on as the primary purpose of the school. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-175-17 Eligibility requirements for nonpublic schools to par2cipate in 
scholarship program) 
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ESAs and Parent-Directed Spending 

Freedom to 
Customize 

 YES Equal Opportunity for Special Needs Program 
Mississippi Statute establishes that the following are qualifying expenses: 

• Tui2on and/or academic fees at an eligible school; 

• Textbooks related to academic coursework; 

• Payment to a tutor, as defined in Sec2on 37-181-3(h); 

• Payment for purchase of curriculum, including any supplemental materials required by the curriculum; 

• Fees for na2onally standardized norm-referenced achievement tests, including alternate assessments; and 
fees for Advanced Placement examina2ons or similar courses and any examina2ons related to college or 
university admission; 

• Educa2onal services or therapies from a licensed or cer2fied prac22oner or provider, including licensed or 
cer2fied paraprofessionals or educa2onal aides; 

• Tui2on and fees related to dual enrollment at a postsecondary ins2tu2on; 

• Textbooks related to academic coursework at a postsecondary ins2tu2on; 

• Surety bond payments if required by the department; 

• No more than Fiay Dollars ($50.00) in annual consumable school supplies necessary for educa2onal 
services and therapies, daily classroom ac2vi2es, and tutoring; 

• Computer hardware and soaware and other technological devices, subject to some restric2ons. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-181-5 Parental obliga2ons to qualify eligible student for program par2cipa2on; use of 
Educa2on Scholarship Account funds [Repealed effec2ve July 1, 2024]) 

Freedom to 
Access 

 LIMITED 
Eligibility restricted by 
school type  

Equal Opportunity for Special Needs Program 
Mississippi Statute limits eligibility to a student who has had an ac2ve IEP within the past three (3) years and has 
maintained eligibility. Once eligibility is established, funding may be used for private school choice or 
supplemental funding, regardless of school type. 

However, MDE’s FAQs on the program note that a student cannot be home schooled or enrolled in a public 
school to receive funds for payment of a tutor or procure educa2onal services or therapies from a licensed or 
cer2fied prac22oner or provider. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-181-3 Defini2ons [Repealed effec2ve July 1, 2024]; MDE, ESA - FAQs (revised 10/2023))  
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Carry-Over 
Funding 

 YES Equal Opportunity for Special Needs Program 
Mississippi Statute establishes that students who enroll in the ESA program shall remain eligible to receive 
quarterly ESA payments un2l the par2cipa2ng student returns to a public school, completes high school, 
completes the school year in which the student reaches the age of twenty-one (21), or does not have eligibility 
verified by a parent as required. 

Any funds remaining in a student’s Educa2on Scholarship Account upon comple2on of high school shall be 
returned to the state’s General Fund. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-181-5 Parental obliga2ons to qualify eligible student for program par2cipa2on; use of 
Educa2on Scholarship Account funds [Repealed effec2ve July 1, 2024]) 

Tax Credits 

Full Tax Credit  N/A 
No Tax Credit Program 

Mississippi does not have an educa2on tax credit program.  
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SOURCE CITATIONS 

Statutes 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-181 Equal Opportunity for 
Students with Special Needs Act 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-173 Mississippi Dyslexia Therapy 
Scholarship for Students with Dyslexia Program 

Miss. Code Ann. §37-175 Mississippi Speech-Language 
Therapy Scholarship for Students with Speech-
Language Impairments Program 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-181-5 Parental obliga2ons to 
qualify eligible student for program par2cipa2on; use 
of Educa2on Scholarship Account funds [Repealed 
effec2ve July 1, 2024] 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-181-3 Defini2ons [Repealed 
effec2ve July 1, 2024] 

State Department of Educa9on 

MDE, Educa2on Scholarship Account 

MDE, Understanding the ESA (Frequently Asked 
Ques2ons) 

MDE, Educa2on Scholarship Account – Allowable Uses 

MDE, ESA - FAQs (revised 10/2023) 

Other Resources 

EdChoice, The ABCs of School Choice: Mississippi 
(2024 Edi2on) 
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Homeschooling in Mississippi 

POLICY RATING POLICY OVERVIEW 

Homeschool 
without Prior 
Approval 

 YES 
No permission required 

Mississippi Statute establishes the “Mississippi Compulsory School A?endance Law.” Requiring a child to enroll in 
and a?end a public school or legi2mate nonpublic school, with some excep2ons, including a legi2mate home 
instruc2on program. 

Home instruc2on programs are included in the defini2on of “nonpublic school”, as follows: “Nonpublic school” 
means an ins2tu2on for the teaching of children, consis2ng of a physical plant, whether owned or leased, 
including a home, instruc2onal staff members and students, and which is in session each school year. This 
defini2on shall include, but not be limited to, private, church, parochial and home instruc2on programs.” 

The parent, guardian or custodian of a child a?ending any charter school or nonpublic school is required to 
complete a “cer2ficate of enrollment”, which requires “a simple descrip2on of the type of educa2on” the child is 
receiving.  The cer2ficate must be signed by the parent, guardian or custodian, as well as the appropriate school 
official. 

Submission cons2tutes no2ce, rather than approval, as this sec2on provides “…this sec2on shall never be 
construed so as to grant, by implica2on or otherwise, any right or authority to any state agency or other en2ty to 
control, manage, supervise, provide for or affect the opera2on, management, program, curriculum, admissions 
policy or discipline of any such school or home instruc2on program.” 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-13-91 Compulsory school a?endance requirements generally; enforcement of law) 

No Extra 
Homeschool 
No5fica5ons 

 NO 
Annual no2fica2on 

Mississippi Statute requires the parent, guardian or custodian of a child a?ending a nonpublic school, the 
defini2on of which includes a home instruc2on program, to complete a cer2ficate of enrollment and return it to 
the school a?endance officer where the child resides on or before September 15 of each year. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-13-91 Compulsory school a?endance requirements generally; enforcement of law) 

http://excelined.org/
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=716ead6a-d2eb-473e-ad93-e490374df5cb&pdistocdocslideraccess=true&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8P6B-82S2-8T6X-727H-00008-00&pdcomponentid=234191&pdtocnodeidentifier=AATAAKAADAAJ&ecomp=h2vckkk&prid=1619a167-2f2b-46c8-bfb3-e8a548951743
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=716ead6a-d2eb-473e-ad93-e490374df5cb&pdistocdocslideraccess=true&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8P6B-82S2-8T6X-727H-00008-00&pdcomponentid=234191&pdtocnodeidentifier=AATAAKAADAAJ&ecomp=h2vckkk&prid=1619a167-2f2b-46c8-bfb3-e8a548951743


Mississippi Policy Report   

excelined.org 
All content copyright ©2024 ExcelinEd  |  Last updated: September 2024 

 
 
 

26 

No Cer5fica5on 
to Homeschool 

 YES 
No cer2fica2on 
requirement 

Neither Mississippi Statute nor homeschool policy of the State Board require homeschool parents to possess 
state teacher cer2fica2on. 

(Miss. Admin. Code Rule 7-3-30.7 Home School Guidelines)  

HSLDA confirms this: There are no teacher qualifica2ons, standardized tes2ng requirements, or required subjects 
or days of instruc2on for homeschools in Mississippi. 

(HSLDA, Public School Access for Homeschoolers in Mississippi) 

Flexible 
Assessment 
Op5ons 

 YES 
Flexible academic 
accountability 

Neither Mississippi Statute nor homeschool policy of the State Board require homeschool students to par2cipate 
in state or NRT standardized tes2ng. Law and policy are also silent regarding a homeschool students’ op2ons for 
par2cipa2on in any such assessments. 

(Miss. Admin. Code Rule 7-3-30.7 Home School Guidelines)  

HSLDA confirms this: There are no teacher qualifica2ons, standardized tes2ng requirements, or required subjects 
or days of instruc2on for homeschools in Mississippi. 

(HSLDA, Public School Access for Homeschoolers in Mississippi) 

SOURCE CITATIONS 

Statutes 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-13-91 
Compulsory school a?endance 
requirements generally; enforcement of 
law 

Administra9ve Code 

Miss. Admin. Code Rule 7-3-30.7 Home 
School Guidelines 

 

State Department of Educa9on 

MDE, Home School 

MDE, Frequently Asked Ques2ons 
Regarding Home School 

Other Resources 

HSLDA, Public School Access for 
Homeschoolers in Mississippi 
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POLICY ENHANCERS 

 

 
Part-)me Enrollment in Mississippi 

POLICY RATING POLICY OVERVIEW 

Resident Course 
Access 

 LIMITED 
By type of student, type 
of course, or district 
policy 

Neither Mississippi Statute nor Administra2ve Rules require school districts to provide nonpublic students, 
which includes home school students, access to courses. 

From HSLDA: Mississippi does not have a law gran2ng homeschooled students the right to par2cipate in public 
school classes and ac2vi2es; thus, the individual schools and school districts have the authority to decide 
whether to allow homeschooler par2cipa2on. Policies oaen vary from district to district. 

(HSLDA, Public School Access for Homeschoolers in Mississippi) 

Nonresident 
Course Access 

 LIMITED 
Districts only serve 
resident students or 
can impose other 
restric2ons 

Neither Mississippi Statute nor Administra2ve Rules specifically authorize nonpublic students, which includes 
home school students, access to courses outside their district of residence. 
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Virtual Course 
Access 

 LIMITED 
Access denied to some 
resident students, or 
students must take at 
least one class in a 
public school 

Mississippi Statute establishes the Mississippi Virtual Public School (MVPS), which is recognized as a public 
school. The State Board of Educa2on selects private providers to administer, manage, and operate virtual school 
programs. MDE approves all coursework and MVPS policy. Each MVPS must meet all state licensure 
qualifica2ons. 

Enrollment is open to students who reside anywhere in the state. A “sponsor”, which is a public school district, is 
responsible for the academic process of each MVPS student, including, but not limited to, enrollment, awarding 
of credit and monitoring progress. 

Enrollment is free of charge to students, except that, “once the State Department of Educa2on appropria2on 
and the local school district budgeted funds for Mississippi Virtual Public School have been expended and 
students choose to enroll in online courses, the costs of the online courses may be the responsibility of the 
students’ parents or guardians.” 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-161-3 Legisla2ve findings and declara2ons; Mississippi Virtual Public School Program 
created; defini2ons; necessary instruc2onal materials and access to necessary technology provided to students 
enrolled in virtual school; qualifica2ons of teachers; enrollment to be free of charge to students subject to 
availability of funds; responsibility of parents or guardians for cost.) 

Mississippi Administra2ve Rule provides that MDE does not accredit online programs or schools, but rather 
approves individual online courses for use in Mississippi schools. 

(Miss. Admin. Code Rule 7-3-56 Distance Learning, Blended Learning, and Online Courses) 

Extracurricular 
Access 

 NO 
No requirement  
to make extra/ 
co-curricular 
opportuni2es available 
to all students 

Mississippi Statute does not require public schools to provide charter school students or nonpublic students, 
which includes homeschool students, with access to athle2cs and extra/co-curricular ac2vi2es. 

Mississippi Statute does establish that a charter school is eligible to par2cipate in state-sponsored or district-
sponsored athle2c and academic interscholas2c leagues, compe22ons, awards, scholarships and recogni2on 
programs for students, educators, administrators and schools to the same extent as non-charter public schools. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-28-51 Charter schools eligible to par2cipate in state- or district-sponsored athle2c and 
academic interscholas2c ac2vi2es) 
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Mississippi Statute establishes requirements for charter school applica2ons, including that the applica2on must 
include a descrip2on of cocurricular or extracurricular programs and how those programs will be funded and 
delivered. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-28-15 Authorizer to publicize request for proposals for charter school applica2ons; 
request for proposals to prescribe mandatory elements of charter applica2ons) 

SOURCE CITATIONS 

Statutes 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-28-15 Authorizer to publicize 
request for proposals for charter school applica2ons; 
request for proposals to prescribe mandatory 
elements of charter applica2ons 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-28-43 Prohibi2on against 
discrimina2on; prohibi2on against charging tui2on; 
transporta2on plan; virtual courses 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-28-51 Charter schools eligible to 
par2cipate in state- or district-sponsored athle2c and 
academic interscholas2c ac2vi2es 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-161-3 Legisla2ve findings and 
declara2ons; Mississippi Virtual Public School Program 
created; defini2ons; necessary instruc2onal materials 
and access to necessary technology provided to 
students enrolled in virtual school; qualifica2ons of 
teachers; enrollment to be free of charge to students 
subject to availability of funds; responsibility of 
parents or guardians for cost. 

Administra9ve Code 

Miss. Admin. Code Rule 7-3-56 Distance Learning, 
Blended Learning, and Online Courses 

Other Resources 

HSLDA, Public School Access for Homeschoolers in 
Mississippi 
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Learn Everywhere in Mississippi 

POLICY RATING POLICY OVERVIEW 

Provider 
Qualifica5on 
Standard 

 NO 
No program 

Mississippi has not established a Learn Everywhere program. 

Course Credit 
Standard 

 NO 
No program 

 

Core Course 
Opportuni5es 

 NO 
No program 

 

Central State List  NO 
No program 
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Transporta)on in Mississippi 

POLICY RATING POLICY OVERVIEW 

Open Enrollment 
Transit 

 NO Mississippi Statute prohibits the transporta2on of pupils from one district to another “if their grade or grades 
are taught in a school within the district wherein they reside, unless the transfer of such children from the 
district in which they reside to such districts shall have been approved in the manner provided by law.” It is 
deemed unlawful for a school board to expend funds from any source for such transporta2on, unless the 
transfer of such children from the district in which they reside to such other district has been approved in the 
manner provided by law. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-41-21 Prohibi2on on transpor2ng certain pupils; excep2ons) 

Mississippi Statute permits, in limited circumstances, an agreement by school boards for the legal transfer of a 
student. Any such agreement is required to include a provision providing for the transporta2on of the student. In 
the absence of such a provision the responsibility for transpor2ng the student to the transferee school district 
shall be that of the parent or guardian. Excep2ons to this include the following: 

• When the pe22on is based on the requirement that the child would otherwise be transported in excess of 
thirty (30) miles on a school bus between the child’s home and school, any agreement for the child’s legal 
transfer is to include a provision for the student’s transporta2on by either district. However, if the school 
boards agreeing on the legal transfer of any student shall fail to agree on which district shall provide 
transporta2on, the responsibility for transpor2ng the student to the transferee school district shall be that 
of the parent or guardian. 

• If a school district board, pursuant to a uniform policy to allow the enrollment and a?endance of the 
dependent children of noninstruc2onal and nonlicensed employees, any transfer agreement entered into 
by the school boards must include a provision providing for the transporta2on of the student. In the 
absence of such a provision the responsibility for transpor2ng the student to the transferee school district 
shall be that of the parent or guardian. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-15-31 Transfer of students between school districts generally) 
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Fair 
Transporta5on 
Access 

 NO Mississippi Statute establishes the en2tlement to transporta2on of certain pupils. This includes, subject to some 
limita2ons, pupils “in actual a?endance in the public schools.” Charter school and other nonpublic school 
students are not enumerated in this sec2on as being en2tled to transporta2on. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-41-3 Pupils en2tled to transporta2on) 

Mississippi Statute establishes that the terms of each charter school must include a transporta2on plan for 
students a?ending the charter school. However, the school is not required to provide transporta2on. 

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-28-43 Prohibi2on against discrimina2on; prohibi2on against charging tui2on; 
transporta2on plan; virtual courses) 

Mississippi Statute establishes that MDE will disburse state transporta2on funding to a charter school on the 
same basis and in the same manner as it is paid to school districts under the adequate educa2on program. A 
charter school may contract with a school district or private provider to provide transporta2on to its students.  

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-28-55 Charter school funding; adequate educa2on program payments; local funding; 
federal and state categorical aid program monies; state transporta2on funding; disbursement of Educa2on 
Enhancement Funds) 

Vehicle 
Flexibility 

 LIMITED 
Only for student 
ac2vi2es, or other 
restric2ve condi2ons 

Mississippi Statute allows local school boards to regularly permit the use of motor vehicles other than school 
buses when the transporta2on is for trips to and from school sites or agricultural educa2on sites or for trips to 
and from agricultural educa2on-related events or compe22ons, but is not for customary transporta2on between 
a student’s residence and such sites.  

When such transporta2on is provided in a vehicle other than a school bus, whether owned, operated, rented, 
contracted, or leased by a school district or charter school, the vehicle must be a passenger car or mul2purpose 
passenger vehicle or truck, as defined in 49 C.F.R. Part 571, designed to transport fewer than ten (10) students. 

In addi2on, subject to rules and regula2ons promulgated by the State Board of Educa2on, to use publicly owned 
school buses for, among other things, the transporta2on of par2cipa2ng students, teachers, coaches and 
sponsors in connec2on with athle2c events, other enumerated events, and special events in connec2on with the 
schools which the boards may consider a part of the educa2onal program.  

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-41-27 School buses may be used for special events and during emergencies; school buses 
may be used to transport ci2zens a?ending air show or historic commemora2ve event on military base or 
military park under certain circumstances; transporta2on of students in vehicles other than school buses.) 
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State Statute establishes that charter schools authorized by the Mississippi Charter School Authorizer Board are 
exempt from the provisions of Chapter 41. Transporta2on of Pupils. As the provisions of this chapter are 
applicable only to school districts and the transporta2on of students enrolled in public school districts, they also 
do not extend to nonpublic school students, the defini2on of which includes home instruc2on programs.  

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-41-1 Promulga2on of rules and regula2ons; applicability of chapter) 

Mississippi Statute requires that the State Board of Educa2on adopt and enforce regula2ons “not inconsistent 
with the traffic laws and regula2ons of this state to govern the design and opera2on of all school buses used for 
the transporta2on of school children when owned and operated by any school board or privately owned and 
operated under contract with any school board in this state.”  

(Miss. Code Ann. § 37-41-57 Promulga2on of regula2ons governing design and opera2on of school buses) 

MDE’s Minimum Standards for School Buses apply to all school transporta2on vehicles purchased by school 
districts. Defini2ons of School Buses provided include: 

• Type A – “…a conversion or body constructed upon a van-type or cutaway -front-sec2on vehicle with a lea 
side driver’s door, designed for carrying more than 10 persons…” 

• Type B – “a conversion or body constructed and installed upon a van or front-sec2on vehicle chassis, or 
stripped chassis, with a gross vehicle weight ra2ng of more than ten thousand (10,000) pounds, designed 
for carrying more than ten (10) persons…” 

• Type C – “…a body installed upon a flat-back cowl chassis with a gross vehicle weight ra2ng of more than 
ten thousand (10,000) pounds, designed for carrying more than ten (10) persons…” 

• Type D – “…a body installed upon a chassis, with the engine mounted in the front, midship, or rear with a 
gross vehicle weight ra2ng of more than ten thousand (10,000) pounds, designed for carrying more than 
ten (10) persons…” 

(MDE, Minimum Standards For School Buses) 
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SOURCE CITATIONS 

Statutes 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-15-31 Transfer of students between school districts generally 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-28-43 Prohibi2on against discrimina2on; prohibi2on against 
charging tui2on; transporta2on plan; virtual courses 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-28-55 Charter school funding; adequate educa2on program 
payments; local funding; federal and state categorical aid program monies; state 
transporta2on funding; disbursement of Educa2on Enhancement Funds 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-41-1 Promulga2on of rules and regula2ons; applicability of 
chapter 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-41-3 Pupils en2tled to transporta2on 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-41-21 Prohibi2on on transpor2ng certain pupils; excep2ons 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-41-27 School buses may be used for special events and during 
emergencies; school buses may be used to transport ci2zens a?ending air show or 
historic commemora2ve event on military base or military park under certain 
circumstances 

Miss. Code Ann. § 37-41-57 Promulga2on of regula2ons governing design and 
opera2on of school buses 

State Department of Educa9on 

MDE, Minimum Standards For School Buses 

 

Note: 

• State statutes (Mississippi Code 1972 Annotated) are available through Lexis.  Title 37. EducaEon spans Chapters 1 – 187. 

• Administra2ve Rules of the Department of Educa2on (MS Administra2ve Code Title 7. Department of Educa2on) are also referred to as State Board Policy (State Board 
Policy Manual). 
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